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Did you know that research points to writing summaries 

as one of the most effective tools a teacher has at his or her 

disposal in the classroom?  According to a meta-analysis 

compiled by Robert Marzano, summarizing has an effect size 

of 1.00.   

 

Why is summarizing so effective?  The website Focus on 

Effectiveness (http://www.netc.org/focus/strategies/summ.php) 

lists several reasons why summarizing is such an effective way 

to learn important content.  The research points to the fact that 

“Students have to analyze information at a deep level in order 

to decide what information to delete, what to substitute, and 

what to keep when they are asked to give a summary” 

(Anderson, V., & Hidi, 1988/1989; Hidi & Anderson, 1987).  

The research also indicates that “Reading comprehension 

increases when students learn how to incorporate "summary 

frames" as a tool for summarizing” (Meyer & Freedle, 1984). 

  

One effective summarizing strategy is the IVF summary 

strategy from Step Up to Writing. To write an IVF summary, 

students start by writing a strong topic sentence.  In the topic 

sentence, students start by identifying the item they are 

summarizing (I), selecting a power verb (V), and finishing the 

thought (F).  For some great example IVF sentences, see this 

web link:  

http://www.webblue.havre.k12.mt.us/Teacher/writing/3-

6/tools/tools/Section%201/1-31d.pdf.  After writing their 

topic sentence, students then continue with the rest of their 

paragraph, selecting the most important details to include.  

Check out this link for an example: 

http://images.pcmac.org/SiSFiles/Schools/CA/RomolandSD

/BoulderRidgeMiddle/Uploads/Forms/IVF-Summary-

Outline.pdf 

  

Instructional coaches are available to meet with teachers individually, with 

Important Dates 

RESCHEDULED  

Secondary Math Committee;  

HRMS, 4-5pm 

 

Would you like to know more?  Need support in your classroom? 
 
Instructional coaches are available to meet with teachers individually, with PLCs, 

with staffs to provide additional support. 
Email Jane Osborne, Debbie Dobbs, Macie Kingsley, or Mauree Donahue Revier. 

Want to know more? 

 

Informative Prezi: 

http://prezi.com/inwr4en_o4hz/ivf-

summary-format/ 
 

Guided practice for students: 

http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/cms

/lib06/OR01000849/Centricity/Doma

in/97/6th-

grade/writing_summary_paragraphs_p

resentation_10-08.pdf 
 

Oct 25 

Nov. 1 RESCHEDULED  

Secondary Literacy Committee;  

HRMS, 3:30-4:30 pm 
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